Pedestrian Forklift Safety

Workers who are not forklift operators also have a responsibility for safe forklift operation.  The following actions can be taken to make forklift operations safe for the operator and the pedestrian:

Never Try to “beat” a forklift.

Whenever a forklift approaches, stop and make sure the operator sees you.  Make eye contact with the driver and make sure your eyes and the operator’s eyes meet.  That’s why you cannot wear mirror or tinted safety glasses.  The operator needs to be able to see your eyes.

Look both ways before stepping into an aisle, around a corner, or through a side door & between tubs and carts.  Be sensitive to blind spots in the work area.

Always let a forklift operator know you are around.

Organize the workplace to keep aisles and adjacent areas clear of obstructions.  Promptly clean up spills and other hazards.

Do not walk or work beneath loads on raised forks.

Only approach a forklift that has come to a complete stop.   Approach the forklift from the side, never approach directly in front or rear of the forklift.

Maintain a safe distance (10 Feet) from operating forklift that is taking material off racks..  In the event of an unstable load or other occurrences, keep away when a forklift is loading or unloading.

Never be an extra rider.

Do not allow yourself to be lifted on a pallet or fork blades.

Just like pedestrians are required to report unsafe behavior from forklift operators, forklift operators are required to report unsafe behaviors from pedestrians.

